
Colorado 
Springs 

Senior Center 
Book Club 

 

Join us the second Thursday of each 
month from 1:30-3:00 PM at the 

Senior Center located at  
1514 N. Hancock Avenue.  

 
Discussion questions are available at 

the Front Desk.  
 

For other questions, please call 
Delaina at 531-6333, ext. 1371 or 

Melissa at 531-6333, ext. 1314  

January 14, 2010 
Saving Fish From Drowning 

by Amy Tan 
 
San Francisco socialite and art 
world doyenne Bibi Chen has 
planned the vacation of a 
lifetime along the notorious 
Burma Road for 12 of her 
dearest friends. Violently 
murdered days before takeoff, 
she's reduced to watching her 
friends bumble through their 
travels from the remove of the 
spirit world. Making the best of 

it, the 11 friends who aren't hung over depart their 
Myanmar resort on Christmas morning to boat 
across a misty lake—and vanish. The tourists find 
themselves trapped in jungle-covered mountains, 
held by a refugee tribe that believes Rupert, the 
group's surly teenager, is the reincarnation of their 
god Younger White Brother, come to save them 
from the unstable, militaristic Myanmar 
government.  
his resolve.   

 
 

February 11, 2010 
The Tender Bar: A Memoir 

by J.R. Moehringer 
 

The Tender Bar is the story of a 
young man who knows his 
father only as "The Voice," of a 
single mother struggling to make 
a better life for her son, and of a 
riotously dysfunctional family 
from Long Island. But more than 
anything else, Moehringer's 
book is a homage to the culture 
of the local pub. That's where 
young J.R. seeks out the 
companionship of male role models in place of his 
absent father, where he receives an education 
that has served him well in his career and where, 
inevitably, he looks for love, bemoans its absence 
and mourns its loss. 



March 11, 2010 
The Sugar Queen 

by Sarah Addison Allen  
 
Sarah Addison Allen tells the tale 
of a young woman whose family 
secrets—and secret passions—
are about to change her life 
f o r e v e r . 
Twenty-seven-year-old Josey 
Cirrini is sure of three things: 
winter in her North Carolina 
hometown is her favorite season, 
she’s a sorry excuse for a 
Southern belle, and sweets are 

best eaten in the privacy of her hidden closet. For 
while Josey has settled into an uneventful life in 
her mother’s house, her one consolation is the 
stockpile of sugary treats and paperback romances 
she escapes to each night…. Until she finds it 
harboring none other than local waitress Della Lee 
Baker, a tough-talking, tenderhearted woman who 
is one part nemesis—and two parts fairy 
godmother 

 
 
 

April 8, 2010 
The Painted Drum 
by Louise Erdrich 

 
When Faye Travers is called 
upon to appraise the estate of a 
family in her small New 
Hampshire town, she isn't 
surprised to discover a forgotten 
cache of valuable Native 
American artifacts. However, she 
stops dead in her tracks when 
she finds in the collection a rare 
drum, ornamented with symbols 
she doesn't recognize and 

dressed in red tassels and a beaded belt and skirt 
— especially since, without touching the 
instrument, she hears it sound.  
 
 
    

May 13, 2010 
The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar 

Wao 
by Junot Diaz 

 
Things have never been 
easy for Oscar, a sweet 
b u t  d i s a s t r o u s l y 
overweight, lovesick 
Dominican ghetto nerd. 
From his home in New 
Jersey, where he lives 
with his old-world mother 
and rebellious sister, 
O s c a r  d r e a m s  o f 
becoming the Dominican 
J. R. R. Tolkien and, most of all, of finding 
love. But he may never get what he wants, 
thanks to the fukú – the curse that has 
haunted Oscar's family for generations, 
dooming them to prison, torture, tragic 
accidents, and, above all, ill-starred love. 
Oscar, still waiting for his first kiss, is just its 
most recent victim. 

 
 
 

June 10, 2010 
The Third Angel 
by Alice Hoffman 
 

Hoffman weaves a magical 
and stunningly original story 
that charts the lives of three 
women in love with the 
wrong men: Headstrong 
Madeleine Heller finds 
herself hopelessly attracted 
to her sister’s fiancé. Frieda 
Lewis, a doctor’s daughter 
and a runaway, becomes 
the muse of an ill-fated rock 
star. And beautiful Bryn Evans is set to marry 
an Englishman while secretly obsessed with 
her ex-husband. At the heart of the novel is 
Lucy Green, who blames herself for a tragic 
accident she witnessed at the age of twelve, 
and who spends four decades searching for 
the Third Angel–the angel on earth who will 
renew her faith.  
 


