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Scratch is a simple computer

Scratch, available at scratch.mit.
programming interface that allows users
to experiment and problem solve to
Mathematics is seemingly easiest
of the four. But what if you, as parent/
teacher, just do not understand certain
math concepts? Your child could teach
you, or you and your child can use
BrainFuse, a FREE online tutoring

edu.
create their own simple animations.

examples of technology. Technology
requires the user to learn how to use

, Which are an underlying element
Engineering is another seemingly
difficult topic. Schools are still grappling
answers are available to explain just
how this works. Remember that an
engineer uses knowledge and skills
to solve problems. Most science

an opportunity to use problem solving
with how to teach this, and few clear

any device or application, and this is
skills

of STEM.

What does this mean for homeschoolers?

g An Educational Resource Tool
STEM = Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics

HOMESCHOOL
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First, kids love science. They love
discovering things about the world around

r

osle

seek + engage *

outside science activities: plant a

seed, grow a tomato, and watch the
clouds pouring over the mountains. The

PIKES PEAK LIBRARY DISTRICT
especially for elementary years. Take

them, and that is all science really is,
nature walks and name the things you
see that are alive. Are these things plants
or animals? On the next walk, name the
things that are not alive. Summertime
is a good time to pack plenty of hands-

on,
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to solve the problem of getting the

Goo balls from one point to another.
This requires a basic knowledge of

how things work, like gravity,
of objects, and much more. Read the

projects, therefore, will end up with
some engineering. World of Goo is a
computer game/program that combines
science, technology, and engineering
Wikipedia article for more on this fun
puzzle game that is available on the
PPLD AWE computer stations. Play
with Legos. Download and play with

possibilities are endless. Count these
summer activities as school time! Check
the library shelves in the 500-699s for
science experiment/activity books and
more ideas. Read about animals. Read

about weather. Do some of the activities.

Have fun with summer science.
for children than work. Check out the

touch screen AWE computers in the
children’s area at any PPLD location for

plenty of opportunities for interactive,
kid-friendly uses of technology. Tablets

Technology is so much more play
and computers at home are certainly

‘auofe NFLS, uey) saaioyd alow Auew
dn ybnoiq yrew Bunsauibua ABojouydsay
82uaI9s NT1S, Buiyoseas punoy | oido}
Teyl 01 paloAsp Ssausgam Auew pul pue
JATLS, 1o} 18uIsIU| By yoress ‘Ajjeul

"JauIalu| 8y} pue ‘s1sndwiod ‘(Sanewsyrew
Buipnjour) 8dusIdS UO uoBWIOUI JO SIO|
puly 01 S91I1SgaM\\ PapuUBWIWOIDY
10 (saseqelep Jo)) 19algns Ag 1no
329Y9 ‘Y| By} U0 YoIeasay Japun pue
abed awoy s.dldd 01 3oeq ob ‘spiy
19p|0 104 'S8lISgaM 93UBIdS pue yrew
uasoyd-uelrelql| sy} ¥e 3oo| e aye} ‘abed
djaH JoMawoH S,g9MSPIY uo xoeqd

.Uo3L Ul SHI 10} Uonnjonay
ay} Buipea are sjuared MoH, MaIAIBUI
YdN olpne ue pul ||,hoA ‘yareasal |92
WIB]S U0 S3joIJe 8yl JO [|e MO[3q UMOp pue
INTLS 10} YyoIeas "IXajuoD Ul 92Ual0S 0}
uMOp ||0J9s pue ‘(18] 8yl uo) saseqgeled
spiy ‘djaH YJomawoH uo X219 ‘(bio
‘pidd jo apis puey-1ybl) gapspiy woid

"yoJeasal 01 Asea shkemfe
1,usI pue mau Apre; si (yrew ‘bulidaulbua
‘ABojouyday ‘@oualds) NIL1S wisl ayl

18UJBIU| BY) UO pue saseqerep ul NI1S

jjuns 1s0W-OU} sioofer eyl

WSSy x0e-dur ot b

M
: ou-ald a5 pue 91e[000ud o
mur-settiusd-ppe-pue Sxes1q-abpugIn 6540 4O e 1018 SOIOUES Jouo yoea pIsea uns
mepoddne Hoc_o_m_ mm_o_u_ H@Wﬂw MU%“A \%M M_mu ayr Hma “(smeyoomy comem_wm mv_ﬁw_\w M_wcm e e usdo delrau doid awﬁm %“N__Sm & doy xoq oy} 0 Eosog_momfw m_mu =
: : HgInoA ind-orjods-e-puig—Hnse- drgiEUIUSTEW € UMM 19 a0 InoK a9eld “110} .
OFEN-odler pure swens Ajuo Bisnsetes .mmmco or o e ﬂ:w_ mc%wwmw : Béwww;w\wow_mcmao diey ou) UM LIRS wwww_wocﬂwe U0 Joded uononiisuod 1eld MMMM
: Orabpuenoking ‘oBprigInosk aul d reajo adel 110} -dieyy aUp JO- LUORO
i ’ ping—g Jopun 8y 01 J1Sel Haid Jaoue-anio
Atto-asn . -obpi jo 9pIS 3L 01 |10}§0-899 1e0-9uy)-PIoy udUL
f .wgmwgm\ﬁ\,nwmmmw v%_o\s _mi TeyMm 89S prie-sesprnok EWVWNWM,\M%M% UL} 'X0G L0 Eouonawﬁ_w_wcvhﬂ oy ouil anoun-auy buote-dn Emwmcmé (e P oUY el
y 1o, 1S9t1—1se . X nre-oRt9 = : no- unoie : >
: 1 -1S8e>Hom sadetis-reymino puig-sonseig—1 01 oy tnuHEnt sopis 291U} Buope arenbs ayrnd P BuIxi] 9J0W.S pue ‘[omop

g et dul YN 2
i e Sl Teul X

Jojews you! ue St

10 NS ‘gj0100104d 193US anseld

J_o;m. anB ‘s108S19S “110} wnuy

., ‘enpesoiy
Mod « dnp ybi7/1adey « 19Ny « siossiog . ade|

(pury Apusaq ay jou) miwbm +02 ”

‘SleLayepy

q ezzid

D

winpe ‘[auux el e|nd 19

yre ‘burisauibu3g ‘ABojouyos] ‘@ouald

dore arenbs © meid .w,
‘adel punpoed Jeald 19
uad ‘xoq

aul
reald

ded uononysuod yoeld
mea obue| :padu ILNOA

ttee, please email gsohns@ppld.org.

£
£
o
o
©
o
<
o
("]
o
£
o
T
»

To contact PPLD’

*q
,f_

1

/



new
A

great new books for homeschoolers

Here I Am by Patti Kim (2014)

This wordless story tells of a child new to America
who is not at all happy to have left home. The
author tells about her experience in the end
notes, when her family immigrated to America.
Ages 6 - 12

Flora and the
Flamingo

FLORA

by Molly Idle (2013) “i» Flamingo

Yet another wordless story, this book won a a
Caldecott Honor Medal! Flora and the flamingo
are dancing, gracefully — most of the time — e €
throughout the story. Count on your children 4 Y’
getting up and trying out the poses. e |
Ages 3 -6 L._

Maslly Bl

Dance Like Starlight:

One Ballerina’s Dream

by Kristy Dempsey (2014)

Set in 1950s Harlem, this is both the story
of Janet Collins, the first African American
prima ballerina, and a little girl, also African
American, who dreams of being a ballerina,
too.

Ages 4 - 10

I Am Cat by Jackie Morris (2013)

First published in Great Britain in 2012,
cat lovers of all ages will enjoy this lyrical,
easy reading story of assorted wild cats
living throughout the world. Author includes
information in the end pages about these
same wild cats.

Ages 4 -10

Max Goes to the Space Station:
A Science Adventure with Max the Dog
: by Jeffrey Bennett (2014)

Max the Dog has been to Jupiter, Mars,
and the Moon in previous books, and
this year he is off to visit the International
Space Station. This is both a story and
science book, with informational sidebars
throughout. The author includes a lot of
information at the end of the book for
additional activities/science lessons.
Ages 5-10
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Pikes Peak Library District

Secrets

Little-known resources available through
ppld.org!

Technology is about learning to use devices
and software, and ppld.org has several ways
for homeschool students to learn more about
software through free online tutorials.

Look for Career Compass on the ppld.
org homepage. There are excellent databases
available for patrons living in the Pikes Peak
Library District under this heading.

Learn On Demand is a software tutorial
service that is FREE if you are in the library, or
at home with a library card that starts with the
number 4. You will create your own account with
an email address and a password. Once you
have an account setup, there are 49 extensive
tutorials, covering Access, Excel, Microsoft
Office, PowerPoint, Quick Books,
SharePoint, Windows 8, and more. Finish one
and there is a certificate of completion to print and add
to your achievements folder.

Universal.

Universal Class is the last item under Career
Compass and offers FREE online class work, in a
wide range of topics. There are some great software/
technology classes: Adobe Photoshop, Web
Development, Dreamweaver, Building Web
Pages, and more. Again, you need to be a resident
to use this from home; if you live out of the District,
you can use this for FREE in the library.

Littie-Known

TJombleBooks

Technology for the younger set: Try out
TumbleBooks, always available on the KidsWeb
page. Look for that tumbling blue book, and try some
of the activities/reading and literacy activities that
are available. Learning to navigate software is a
significant step in learning new technology.

FREE! Curriculum Swap

Revitalize your family’s learning resources or start your
homeschool library! Bring curriculum items you no longer
need. Find gently used items other families are ready to part
with. This is a totally free event. No money will be exchanged.
Contact Gail at gsohns@ppld.org or 531-6333, x1409 if you
plan on bringing curriculum to swap so we can reserve a table
for you. Hope to see you there!

Thu., June 26 ¢ 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. ¢ East Library

Homeschool Resource Fair

Come visit with local organizations and learn how they can help
you educate your children. We'll have enrichment programs,
scouting, lessons, field trip destinations, support groups, and
other resources represented.

Fri., Aug. 8 ¢+ 9 a.m. - noon ¢ Library 21c

Game Day

Come play outdoor games with your family and other
homeschoolers in George Fellows Park behind East Library.
Bring a kite (if it's windy), favorite game equipment, and a
picnic lunch if you want. We'll provide balls, jump ropes,
chalk, bubbles, and ideas for some fun games. In case of bad
weather, game day will be cancelled. Contact Gail at gsohns@
ppld.org or 531-6333, x1409 with questions.

Fri., Aug. 29 ¢ 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. ¢ East Library
(George Fellows Park)

Homeschool Programs

Other Events
& Programs

Teens Wii Sports League!

Come test out your virtual athletic skills and get a
work-out in while playing against friends. Beginners
welcome.

Thursdays ¢ 3:30 - 5 p.m.
High Prairie Library

Tween Art Club
If you are 9 and 12 years old and love to make Art,
join us for this biweekly Summer Tween Art Club!

Wed., June 11 and 25, July 9 and 23
1-2 p.m. ¢ Fountain Library

Manga and Anime €Clubs

Anime Club
2" and 4% Fridays ¢ 4 - 5:30 p.m.
High Prairie Library

East Manga Club
3rd Saturdays ¢ 2:30 - 4 p.m.
East Library

Visit your local library to pick up a calendar with a
full listing of Summer Activities!

Summer Reading Program ¢+ June 1 - July 31,2014

The teen summer reading
program is open to anyone
entering grades 6 - 12. Up
for grabs are coupon books
for free eats and games,
books or journals, T-shirts,
a tablet, wall climbing
lessons, and more! Join
other teens at your library
and participate in many
different programs being
offered throughout the
summer including movie
nights, crafts, and a writing
contest!

parents will read and do some fun activities with their little ones. Older kids will keep
track of the amount of time they read. Participants in both programs earn prizes along
the way including a free book to take home!

Visit our “Fizz, Boom, Read!” website from ppld.org to register and
find dates and locations of our fun summer programming.

Kids: Fizz, Boom, Read!
We have two reading programs for kids this year, “Fizz, Boom, Read for Babies and
ﬁ ‘ Toddlers” (ages O - 2) and “Fizz, Boom, Read!” (ages 3 and up). For the younger children,

Teens: Spark a Reaction!

sulfur phospharus argan patassim
16 15 18 19
32.065 30.974 39.948 39.098

...a Reaction

Visit the teen webpage (ppld.org/teens) for event times and locations
and for online registration. Please keep in mind that some teen
programs do require registration and may have age restrictions.

Homeschool Connections ¢ Summer/2014



