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PIKES PEAK LIBRARY DISTRICT

libraries.

Winter 2011-12
in several

Wacky Holidays
One of the best things about homeschooling is the flexibility
Plan some activities
around these special months

December
Library Lover’s Month (tell your local library staff how

much you appreciate them — make a homemade card)
Black History Month (participate in the special program held

Write a Friend Month (write a note to a friend or relative, in
at Ruth Holly Library)

Bingo Month (plan a Bingo party with friends — find small
your very best handwriting — printing or cursive)

“prizes” around your house to give to winners)
Bake for Family Fun Month (cook with your kids)

it affords you as a family — to plan geography and history
February

lessons around family vacations, to sneak math skills into
everyday experiences, or to study science on your camping

trips.The possibilities are endless! In addition to the
wonderful books, media, and databases available through

PPLD, there’s another resource you may not know about: a
fun-filled reference book entitled Chase’s Calendar of
Events. During these cold winter months, structure some
facts you'll discover in this book, and scattered throughout
this newsletter! You'll find special national and international
days, weeks, and months, 2012 anniversaries of people

and events, and a bucketful of ideas surrounding these
then look for it under 394.26 C487. Have a great time with

Check the PPLD Catalog to find out which locations, and
this hidden treasure!

wacky holidays. Chase’s is available in both Children’s

interesting projects or discussions around the little-known
J-Reference and Adult Reference

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

An Educational Resource Tool
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The BookShelf

Bringing great books
into focus

Do You Know Which Ones Will
Grow?

by Susan Shea (2011)

Preschool science, disguised as a picture
book, this is a fun book to read! Fold-out
pages add to the fun with questions like, “If
a kitten grows and becomes a cat, can a cap
grow and become ... (lift the flap) a hat?”
There will be giggles!

Science ¢ Ages 3-7

: ; Wow! Ocean
= by Robert Neubecker (2011)

At first glance, you might see this as a
picture book for little kids. It is that and more.
Take a trip to the ocean, enjoy the vibrant
illustrations, and note the name label on all
the different species. Add to any ocean unit,
or enjoy alone for the exuberant illustrations.
Science ¢ Ages 5- 10

Lit¢tle Known

Secrets
Creativity Gone Wild

The snow is starting to fly and it is craft time! What
better way to keep kids occupied during the winter
months than having a craft planned out for every
week? But wait. What if the craft books are all checked
out from the library? After all, this is that time of year
when everyone is thinking of craft ideas.

Fortunately, ppld.org has a helpful little link that
will solve all your crafting needs! Go to the main
PPLD page and then click on By Subject under
Research on the left. What you're looking for is the
Hobbies/Handicrafts genre link. On this page,
scroll to link #23 which should read Hands On
Crafts for Kids. This will take you to a website
outside of PPLD.

Now, let’'s say you are doing a unit study on Peru.

You want some craft ideas to go along with that

unit study. First you would go to the Projects

page. You can choose a craft series to view, in

this case it would be Series 1300: Crafts Around

the World. That page then takes you to a list of
countries. Peru, as it happens, is at the very top of
this page and has four different crafts. The first one
is a Scarlet Macaw, complete with picture, supply list,
and instructions. All it takes is a trip to the nearest
craft store for supplies, and you're reading to get
started!

While it's always a great idea to have craft books on
hand, sometimes that’s just not feasible. After all, you

never know when the creative bug might hit. This
website, www.craftsforkids.com is a terrific
resource for homeschooling parents who might
have drained their craft books dry. So, what are
you waiting for? It's time to pick a topic and pull
out those tubs of glitter, glue, and feathers!

after the program.
Fountain Library

1st Wednesday of each month ¢ 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
(contact Jessica at jfreeland@ppld.org for more information)

High Prairie Library

4™ Wednesday of each month ¢ 11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
(contact Becky at bcampbell@ppld.org for more information,

or call 260-3650 to register)

Homeschool Science Lab
Use PPLD’s science equipment for parent-assigned experiments.
Watch for news about occasional special lessons planned during
lab time. Contact Cara at cramsey@ppld.org for more information.

)
Homeschool Lunch Bunch

There’s a different family learning experience every time. Enjoy
your sack lunch while socializing with other homeschooling families

TART:

Black History Community
Celebration

Enjoy ethnic food, vendors, African drummers, a
caricature artist, entertainment, and crafts for the
kids. Prizes will be awarded for the middle and

high school writing contest. It's all free!
Contact Marie at mballard@ppld.org
or 597-5377 for more information
and to find out the topic for
the writing contest.

1st and 3™ Fridays of each month
1-3 p.m. ¢ East Library

An Art
Competition by
Teens, for Teens
Submit your piece of art to
be part of our competition juried
by other teens and to be displayed
at one of our libraries! Submission

7

deadline is March 8. This year’s theme
and other submission details will be posted

this spring on the Library’s teen website,
ppld.org/teens.

Featured Homeschool Family: The Sherman Family

We have one child named Reid,
age 8.

We decided to homeschool our
son after our experiences in
a traditional kindergarten at a
local public school. Our son was
stressed and just very unhappy.
We discovered homeschooling
as our best alternative. We are
now entering our third year of
homeschool and have come to
love it. Not only does the family
dictate the pace of learning, but
we can focus on what Reid is
interested in right now.

We use a variety of resources
and curriculum. We use Tapestry
of Grace for history, Saxon for
math, and Handwriting Without
Tears for cursive writing. With all
other subjects we are creative
with our curriculum. Right now
we are using the Homeschool

Movie Club/Dolphin Tales Curriculum
(free from Apologia) for science. We love
great literature too and try to incorporate
it into everything we do. The Library has
amazing homeschool programs and we
can often dive deeper from something
we learned there.

We have Bible Study in the early morning
before we even get out of bed. Then
we often head to the gym for exercise.
After we come home, we dive into our
math, writing, and reading. Some days
we have Co-op for history and science/
physical education. On the days we don’t
have Co-op, we do science experiments,
go to the library, or do some kind of art.
We also go on many field trips. Once a
week, our son attends the Home School
Academy, an amazing program. We feel
lucky to be a part of it.

My husband is extremely supportive.
He has a great mind for science and
leads most of these discussions. Some

Saturdays, he takes over literature with our
son. The rest of the time, he is our encourager
and bread winner (so we can go on all these
wonderful outings, etc).

Reid loves science and any kind of bug, as
well as the ocean. He hopes to end up in the
field of Oceanography or Entomology. He
also loves Legos and is currently in a Lego
Robotics Club. We have chickens and they
are Reid’s favorite pets.

Would you like to be a Featured Family? Contact Deborah at dworthey@ppld.org.



