
Biographical Novels:  Stories based on real people and real events! 
An * after a title indicates it is also available in our Digital Collection as an E-book. 

             Visit ppld.org/reading-lists for additional lists!  
 

 

Inés of my Soul* 

[Inés Suárez:  Spanish conquistadora]  

by Isabel Allende 

 

Paths of Glory* 

[George Mallory:  climbed Mt. Everest] 

by Jeffrey Archer 

 

Alias Grace * 

[Grace Marks:  murderer] 

by Margaret Atwood 

 

Miss Fuller 

[Margaret Fuller:  women’s rights advocate] 

by April Bernard 

 

Caleb’s Crossing* 

[Caleb Cheeshahteaumuck: 

  first Native American Harvard graduate] 

by Geraldine Brooks 

 

Flight of the Sparrow* 

[Mary Rowlandson:  Indian captive] 

by Amy Belding Brown 

 

Three Maids for a Crown: A Novel  

of the Grey Sisters 

[Jane, Katherine, & Mary Grey:  royal Tudors] 

by Ella March Chase 

 

Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker * 

[Elizabeth Keckley:  dressmaker] 

by Jennifer Chiaverini 

 

Marrying Mozart* 

[Wolfgang A. Mozart:  classical music composer] 

by Stephanie Cowell 

 

The Maid 

[Joan of Arc:  Roman Catholic saint] 

by Kimberly Cutter 

 

The Confessions of Al Capone 

[Al Capone: mobster] 

by Loren Estleman 

 

Z: A Novel of Zelda Fitzgerald* 

[Zelda Fitzgerald: novelist] 

by Therese Fowler 

 

Elizabeth I* 

[Elizabeth I:  Queen of England] 

by Margaret George 

 

The Fortune Hunter* 

[Sisi:  Empress of Austria] 

by Daisy Goodwin  

 

The Kingmaker’s Daughter*  

[Daughters of Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick] 

by Philippa Gregory 

 

The Other Boleyn Girl* 

[Mary Boleyn:  sister of English  

queen consort Anne Boleyn] 

by Phillippa Gregory 

 

Days of Splendor, Days of Sorrow: 

A Novel of Marie Antoinette*  

[Marie Antoinette:  Queen of France] 

by Juliet Grey 

 

Mistress of Mourning* 

[Queen Elizabeth of York] 

by Karen S. Harper 

 

Loving Frank* 

[Frank Lloyd Wright: architect] 

by Nancy Horan 

 

The Invention of Everything Else 

[Nikola Tesla:  inventor, scientist, engineer] 

by Samantha Hunt 
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Fever* 

[Mary Mallon: “Typhoid Mary”] 

by Mary Beth Keane 

 

The Invention of Wings* 

[Sarah Grimké:  abolitionist] 

by Sue Monk Kidd 

 

Young Philby 

[Kim Philby:  British double agent] 

by Robert Littell 

 

The Dream of the Celt  

[Sir Roger Casement:  Irish activist] 

by Mario Vargas Llosa  

 

Wolf Hall* 

[Thomas Cromwell:  advisor to King Henry VIII] 

by Hillary Mantel 

 

The Paris Wife* 

[Ernest Hemingway:  author] 

by Paula McLain 

 

The Last Empress 

[Cixi:  Empress of China] 

by Anchee Min 

 

Sutton* 

[Willie Sutton:  American bank robber]  

by J.R. Moehringer 

 

The Chaperone*  

[Louise Brooks:  American dancer/actress] 

by Laura Moriarty 

 

The Master’s Muse  

 [Tanaquil Le Clercq:  ballerina] 

by Varley O’Connor 

 

 

 

Vanessa and Her Sister* 

[Vanessa Bell & Virginia Woolf: painter & writer] 

by Priya Parmar 

 

The Traitor’s Wife: The Woman Behind Benedict 

Arnold and the Plan to Betray America* 

[Peggy Shippen:  wife of Benedict Arnold] 

by Allison Pataki 

 

Ghost Warrior 

[Lozen:  female Apache warrior] 

by Lucia St. Clair Robson 

 

Empress 

[Wu Hou:  Empress of China] 

by Sa Shan 

 

Illuminations: A Novel of Hildegard von Bingen  

[Saint Hildegard:  Christian mystic] 

by Mary Sharratt 

 

The Winter Palace: A Novel of Catherine the Great* 

[Catherine II:  Empress of Russia] 

by Eva Stachniak 

 

The Agony and the Ecstasy: 

A Biographical Novel of Michelangelo  

[Michelangelo:  artist] 

by Irving Stone 

 

Helen Keller in Love 

[Helen Keller:  deaf, blind author, activist] 

by Rosie Sultan  

 

Clara and Mr. Tiffany 

[Clara Wolcott Driscoll: Tiffany glass designer] 

by Susan Vreeland 

 

 

 

 


