Rural Fiction: Novels about Small Towns or Life in the Country

* after a title indicates it is also available in our Digital Collection as an eBook.

Nicholson Baker
A Box of Matches*

Joshilyn Jackson
Between, Georgia*

Hannah Kent
Burial Rites: A Novel*

Wendell Berry
Hannah Coulter: A Novel*

Sue Monk Kidd
The Secret Life of Bees*

Erskine Caldwell
Tobacco Road*

Tracy Chevalier Mary Lawson

Burning Bright* Crow Lake*

Charles Frazier
Cold Mountain*

Colleen McCullough

Bittersweet*

Ernest J. Gaines Yan Mo

A Lesson Before Dying* Life and Death Are Wearing Me Out*

Dorothy Garlock Toni Morrison
A Place Called Rainwater* Beloved*
Stella Gibbons Nancy Pickard

Cold Comfort Farm* The Virgin of Small Plains: A Novel*
Amy Greene Rosamund Pilcher

Bloodroot Winter Solstice*

Thomas Hardy Lisa See

Under the Greenwood Tree: or, The Snow Flower and the Secret Fan: A Novel*
Mellstock Quire, A Rural Painting of the

Dutch School* Marisa Silver

Mary Coin*

Jane Smiley
Some Luck: The Last Hundred Years
Trilogy, A Novel*

Nicholas Sparks
At First Sight*

John Steinbeck
The Grapes of Wrath*

Patrick Taylor
An Irish Country Doctor: Apprenticeship of
Doctor Laverty*

Jeannette Walls
Half Broke Horses*

Edith Wharton
Ethan Frome*

Thomas Wolfe
Look Homeward, Angel: A Story of the
Buried Life

Daniel Woodrell
Winter’s Bone: A Novel*
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Visit ppld.org/reading-lists to find other lists you might enjoy!



