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Eart<h Science is all around us

Summertime is a great time for homeschoolers to study a few of the
many divisions of Earth Science. The weather is warm, the days are
longer, and the opportunities to study Earth Science are endless.

in the soil structure as they dig deeper. Can you see layers in the
soil? Be sure to supervise digging children and keep them safe.

Begin in your own backyard; soil science is the study of soll
as a natural resource. Let kids dig* a hole and examine changes

*Before digging, have your property flagged by your
local utilities by calling 811.

Study hydrology, the science of water distribution and movement.
Once your utility lines have been flagged, you may have an area
that would be just right for digging and making a river channel, and

seeing how river banks erode and how oxbow lakes form as a river

moves over time. You could also visit Fountain Creek Regional

Park to observe flowing water on a bigger scale, as well as see
how flooding has washed away large sections of the park itself.

Warm evenings can allow for a more comfortable study of stars,
constellations and planets. You should be able to see Mercury,
Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn this summer. Stardate.org is an
excellent site for more information on topics in astronomy.

Dabble in meteorology. Learn basic cloud formations, and
record rainfall for a month by reading a rain gauge at the same time
each day. Cocorahs.org is an excellent source for citizen science

et

Geology is all around us in Colorado. Wherever your summer
days take you, stop and look at the rocks or the mountainsides.

to read a rain gauge, and offer, through free membership, a way
used in the study of weather throughout the nation.

weather information. CoCoRaHS provides online training on how
your family can provide weather data from your home that can be

With a little time and effort, you and your kids can learn to read

some of the simple clues in the land around us.

in Morrison CO. offers the opportunity to see fossils and dinosaur
footprints right where they were found. Both of these areas have
Rivers, mountains, and access to arable lands are all reasons why
people built cities in one area, and not another — this is the study
of human geography.

fees.
Geography is more than just maps. By looking at maps, we can

Paleontology is another Earth Science subject that is available
to study here in Colorado. The Dinosaur Resource Center in
Woodland Park has a great assortment of fossils. Dinosaur Ridge
see how the surface of the earth impacted human settlement.

Volcanology is a bit trickier, although summertime is a great
Enjoy your summer studies in Earth Science!

time to make that baking soda/vinegar volcano — outside! Should
the city is built inside this caldera. The ancient volcanoes are why

you drive up to Cripple Creek, you can see a very ancient caldera;
gold is found in this part of the state.

‘B10°pjdd @suyosh 109e1U0) "SIoABapUS [eUOBINPS INOA 8oUBYUS 0] Seapl [ea1do] swoddam 3\ uIyl NoA yeym sn (oL

uome ea29gay Aq
oQg 01 sbuiy| pue mouy| o1 sbuiy|
ISX00Y 8y1 ul ainiepN 49NA093sId

aser1 0SS

uosxou3 uor Aq
1Sed s.yi1ie3 ay1 01 san|o buixess
IS|edaulpy pue S[ISSOH 01 UoI12NpPo.Jiu|

uv1893 09S

SMayNeN 1Ua2UIA Aq
ABoj089 |Nyi0]0D S,0pL.I0j0D

2Uols ul

sabesso|
€8S\ 887295

Asurens-sauleg ‘7 eioured Aq
Xoog Jamsuy ABojoas ApueH ay.L

HT929'TSS

U8y Haqoy Aq yrse3 JUS[0IN

UONOYUON

N/8SA' 1TSS

uaseelH |1ed Aq 1e0S
pAol1 10es Aq GTOZ salelqg uoqied ay L
ukap auuezns Aq A2dw3g
1aliald Yyiag uesns Aq 1] maud| 9\ SY aJI7
ullinN &I Aq 483UIM UBYSY
uoiol4 usaa ]

110S Y1iMm juswiiadxy s3si11ualos doiung

S[eJaulyy pue sx00y 01 aping 103loid v

uappaus uaqoy Aq 8orpns bulYIys s.ylies

o||niad AreN Aq uojuejdooz :dnos eas

ueloly AlJow Aq 110S JO spuiy 1uaiayia

doys >20y yi1ae3-031-umoq S,aned
woo|g suuezns Aq saispualiH Buipas-

isHood Yjr.dtJ-03- UMO@ IEI3.4D dWuos

Jaupreo uaqoy Aq.a1em
pue I10S s,y1Je3 1noge s1oaloid 82ua1os 4adns

UONDYUON-C

ASV3-C

sayiag auueleN Aq
J98Y [ed0D ' u] :ueadO ayl ul Jan0

sleppIS euuaMon Arey Aq
yiae3 ayl Joj adiosy 7 01 v Uy :Mals 1sodwo)D

aoe|[ep\ y1agezi|3 AoueN Ag SO0y [SX00Y jS300Y

S8T¥D 92/.T°26S [

aesvvi'iea r

S8¢Z9O 8L0°TE9 [
oulyaueld AIA Aq

£9T84 8.0V TE9
[18N.O alre|D Agq

d850 8.00°¢SS [

3T/.9S GET'TSS €

Aydiny ems Aq

areyauwexad 9
o1d 2} Uo Papiod) mou - xenb, auHio plod e
b A1snoJoPiA 2I10W uau) pue ISI 18 ALou s M% adel ¥
\ NISNOZS uadyiaded aul
\ o diy U} Ui @pIS S@IRog 8t O fio1 uad/ 50
soded oy uonor o 9452 ~unop pue dn apiis Ued coav_m_u%mﬂxﬂ% uedelod €
. s -
; ded jo a0aid & Ul (31524 ooun 2
A [LNOA ) 3del pue 19 5m0G] QU UTeawap
joded pajjo) aus oneal OV EM d & LM Jaded Jo 193US B ade} Ao T
e} ouj O} 10} WnuIuIniE 40 L ke w_w_nﬂ e Bl ayy
3| . . 5 Bubuey ‘do . .
nous 31 1000 Areau 9 wxuﬂm_m,\_,%wmﬁ@mam e pue e busn T e
wol T INOHE cmocw_ﬂww_MMM m_cow snseld 19| ¢ @ pUSUSnS iksea sl vobﬁ%\wﬂ_
anoge 1orem yum paiit ST BuBeiN ;awoy umo om\bﬂl
0} ydeIBOWSISS S 1 ued NoK Yeuy MO TIOR
1 Moy arensuowsp SiUaWaAOW B} 3INS
ore SjuBWaNOW 8O Tt Fo res Ut Ul
e9 ‘1shid S, =

—saNeM OIWSIES Pal

32UdI3S YjJde3z

‘al1ojdxa 01 alisap [M pJIy2 aAnisinbul ue 10algns

9ouaIos A1ana 1oy saweb yum sgel GT JOA0 YUM UOI108S
8]lI0AR) B 0] P[IYd B 8¥e) ||IM J8ul0D SpIy, uo Bumald

‘abed swoy woo aremyospreddays mmm
ayl uo 1ybu ay) o1 sainow abunl pue sbuiyy Buuds
‘qured uwnine ‘aJuaIds JBIUIM SEe Udns UoSesas yoea
[ellajew mau IaA09SIp os|e Aew pliyd e ‘Ajjeuld

"Juspnis [ooyas ybiy Joiunfybnoiyn
Alejuswg|a ayl 1oy saniAnode juswyoLua apiaoid |jim
soiydeib 10j02 |In} yum s10afoid pue ‘saweb ‘sazzinb suluo

"198[qns 99uaI9s d1193ds 8y} 01Ul 19SN BY} dXel YIIYM Saxoq
awreb pue Apnis Jayliny 10} SO} SUOSESS pue ‘9ousids Bas
daap ‘s1aue|d ‘sjewiue ‘ABojoiq pue S|j@2 8sooyd Aew pjiyo
3} ‘I9AaMOH "BLIS)LID Y21eas palisap ayl Xog Yaeas ay ul
BuidA1 Ag passadoe aq Aew salpnis 8o0ualds yued oioads

juossa| yoea [|i} 03 99UBIIS YBNOUa UrY) BI0W PUl}
[I!M Joreanpa ayl ajiym Bulures| Aolua 01 ains are ualp|iyd
1onpoud ayr puiyaq ajdoad pajusjer Buizewe xis Yl

.’Sureiq si1ake|d asialaxa [[Im eyl saweb
apinoud o) (g rssalboud Aays 1ey moy Janew ou pabus|jeyo
aQg 01 anunuod [Im siahkeld eyl os sjans| Aynaiip Auew
yum saweb ubisap ol (g ‘s|geiowaw alow pue uny
Bulures] axew 0] Ss108ya [ensiA pue punos ppe o] (T

sl aremyos pieddays 1oy jeob pue asodind aya
J/woo aremijospreddays mammm ayl 01 Buipioodoy

To contact PPLD’s Homeschool Committee, please email gsohns@pld.org.




W
The\ BookShelf

— great new books for homeschoolers

Top Tips: Be the Best at Math
by Rebecca Rissman (2013)

books on typical school topics. The Math
book has a dozen hints for estimating,
looking at a problem differently, and some
shortcuts to answers. The Top Tips:
Be the Best at Writing has easy to
understand information about revision,
different types of writing, using outlines
and much more. Top Tips: Be the Best
| at Science explains complex science
=" ideas in simple terms.
.”j All three books: Reading level is
- 1st- 39 interest level is 39 - 5,
Book of Animal Poetry
edited by J. Patrick Lewis, U.S. Children’s ammal poetr
Poet Laureate — National Geographic Y
(2012)

Expect high quality photographs, all
labeled with the precise animal name,
and 200 poems about animals, from 1"'
well known poets, traditional rhymes, \ N
and silly rhymes by Ogden Nash.

Ages 4 - 14; Literature — poetry;

Science — naming animals.

Dear Hot Dog: Poems About
Everyday Stuff
by Mordicai Gerstein (2011)

The beauty of this book is the author/
illustrator taking something as common
as crayons, or socks and composing
: a poem on the topic. Forget being
- intimidated by poetry!

Ages 4 - 10; Literature — poetry

A Meal of the Stars: Poems Up and Down
by Dana Jensen (2012)

The words of these poems are written
one word per line, with no punctuation e
or capitalization. Where do they start? >4
Either at the bottom of the page and
read up, or at the top of the page, and
read down — you and your children will

have to try it one way, and then the ¢
other to find the correct set of words. =4 ™
This is another lovely book that makes 94\*
poetry completely approachable and ‘
easy enough for anyone to imitate.

Ages 6 - 14; Literature — poetry

Pikes Peak Library District

Little-Known Secrets

Are you looking for a great all-
in-one resource for research
projects? Looking for one
source that works for a variety
of grade levels, for a variety
of learners, and is a trusted
name? Look no further than
World Book Online!

World Book Online:
WORLD PPLD’s World Book resource

is divided into four separate
BmK resources.

World Book Online for
Kids has easy to read articles and media resources
for children, as well as a variety of learning
resources, designed mainly for children ages 5 - 9.
The site features articles, pictures, maps, and videos.
There is a read-aloud function for the text as well as
a translation feature.

World Book Online Info Finder is designed
for elementary and middle school-aged researchers
looking for resources for homework or research
reports. Info Finder features more than 40,000
encyclopedia and reference articles. This is a
great source for current events as the information
is updated every 2 - 4 weeks in the case of recent
developments.

World Book Discover is designed for middle
school-aged students and above. It's the optimum
tool for visual learners! The student can create
fully customized timelines with their own images or
images from World Book to create family trees, add
personal events to historical ones, or create timelines
of current events.

If you have a student that is doing a big project,
the My Research portion of the site is a plus! All
research on World Book Discover can be saved.

The How To Do Research section of World
Book Discover is an excellent source for teaching
reference skills: planning research, conducting
research, evaluating sources, compiling and
organizing data, etc.

World Book Online Reference Center is
designed for high school aged researchers. In
addition to World Book’s encyclopedic content,
there are several hundred thousand primary source
documents and thousands of eBooks.

To access World Book Online, visit ppld.org
and find Databases A-Z in the left-hand pane.
Click on it and then enter World Book in the Search
Databases field. Click on the blue link for World Book
Online and your student will have a multitude of tools
available to do quality research!

Homeschool Programs

FREE! Curriculum Swap

Revitalize your family’s learning resources! Join us to exchange curriculum with other

homeschooling families. This is a completely free event. No money will be exchanged.
Please call 531-6333, x1403 or email gsohns@ppld.org if you plan to bring curriculum
to swap so we can reserve a table for you. Hope to see you there! 1

Thu., June 27 ¢ 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. ¢ East Library

Homeschool Resource Fair
Come visit with local organizations and learn how they can help you educate your
children. We'll have enrichment programs, scouting, lessons, field trip destinations,

support groups, and other resources represented.
Fri., Aug. 9 * 9 a.m. - noon ¢ East Library

Science Lab Orientation Meeting
Come to a brief orientation meeting about East Library’s Homeschool Science Lab and
then check out the Lab itself. You'll find out about the equipment we have available and ‘

what you can do in the lab with your children.
Fri., Aug. 30 ¢+ 1 - 3 p.m. ¢ East Library

Other Events & Programs

Teens
Knitting Club

Join the Knitting Kninjas in the East Teen Center! Yarn and needles are available for
practice, but please bring your own projects, too! Ages 12 - 18 only.
1st and 3" Thursday every month ¢ 4 - 5 p.m.

Summer Reading Program
June 1 - August 31,2013

Kids = Dig Into Reading

We have two reading programs for kids this year, Dig Into
Reading for Babies and Toddlers (ages 0 - 2) and Dig
Into Reading” (ages 3 and up). For the younger children,
parents will read and do some fun activities with their little
— ones. Older kids will keep track of
the amount of time they read.
Participants in both programs earn
prizes along the way including a

free book to take home!

Visit our Dig Into
Reading website
(we’ll have this
link soon) to
register and find
dates and locations
of our fun summer
programming.

Teens - Beneath the Surface

The teen summer reading
program is open to anyone
entering grades 5 - 12. Up
for grabs are coupon books
for free eats and games,
books or journals, T-shirts,
an eReader, wall climbing
lessons, laser quest tickets,
and more! Join other teens
atyour library and participate
in many different programs
being offered throughout
the summer including movie
nights, crafts, programs with
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, a
writing contest, and more!

Visit the teen webpage (ppld.org/teens) for event times and locations
and for online registration. Please keep in mind that some teen
programs do require registration and may have age restrictions.

Would you like to be a Featured Family? Contact Gail at gsohns@ppld.org.
Home School Connections ¢ Summer 2013




